Region 7 Continued

THE PILLOW MAKER

By Sr. Agent Todd Lewis

n late September we received a complaint through  violators with a "bird in hand". I'd see them shoot but
IOperation Game Thief wherein : couldn't see well enough to be able to

the complainant reported that testify as to what they were shooting
someone was shooting doves in » at. I could just see myself being
the middle of a business district in questioned in court... Defense
Baton Rouge. The complainant § Attorney: "So Agent Lewis, were my
told us that the offender was using % clients shooting at rats or doves?"
air rifles with scopes to shoot o Me: "ErrrrrrT. | uhhhhhh...
doves off of power lines behind a errrrrrrrr... I dunno. I mean they
particular business. were hunting over bait and had dove

I made a very brief tour of the decoys out but yer right Counselor,
area and discovered this was going they might've been shooting at spot-
to be a tough little complaint to “rammme» ted owls, manatees, pictures of Rosie
work. There were enough people ' O'Donnell for all I know."
and businesses in the vicinity to make surveillance Finally I found a spot where I could conduct
really tough. There was no way we were going to pull ~ decent surveillance. Heck, it was even air-condi-
this one off without being seen by someone.

I returned that weekend and took a better look
around the area while the local businesses were
closed. Viola! I discovered there was bait spread on , ot
two areas behind the business that the allegations had 0& %@3 s ;
been made against. There were also dove decoys on Fad
the fence behind the business and a few dove carcass-
es. My interest was piqued.

I spent several days during the course of the next
month attempting to surveil the activity. Several times
I got close to "getting the goods" on three or four vio-
lators but I was never able to conduct surveillance
from a proper vantage point and never saw any of the
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tioned! I say "decent"
because it still wasn't
"perfect" though the air
conditioning sure didn't
hurt. I enlisted Sgt. Paul
Stuckey to assist with
the investigation and set
him up in the "decent"
surveillance spot. He
quickly turned out to be
a good luck charm. It
seemed that every time
he would show up he'd
get some good film
footage within the first
few minutes following
his arrival. He got some
great footage of various
violators leaning on a
fence, taking careful aim
with scoped air rifles and
shooting at doves. He
was even able to film
feathers flying off the
birds a violator shot.
We'd see them shoot but
we never saw them with
a "bird in hand". We
couldn't figure out
whether they were just
really bad shots or
whether they were col-
lecting the birds in an
area behind the business
or what the story was. It
was very frustrating.
Rain delayed and
interfered with our activ-
ity on several days.
Three or four times I
found myself walking
about in the area wearing
an ankle-length raincoat
and trying to make
"golden" observations.
Frustrations grew.
Finally, I found a
spot where I could con-
duct surveillance of the
rear of the business. I
visited the area late one
evening while the area
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was deserted. I dragged
a few pallets, cinder
blocks and other things
to the rear of a vacant
mobile home that was
parked at an adjacent
building and made what
I dubbed as my "urban
blind".

That Friday Sgt.
Stuckey and I coordinat-
ed our efforts. I climbed
beneath the trailer and
lay in the mud where I
was able to observe and
film the activity at the
back of the building.
About an hour later I
realized that a nest of
about forty guinea wasps
was located a mere
eighteen inches above
my derriere as [ lay
watching my merry little
band of outlaws. Thank
heavens it was just cold
enough that the wasps
were inactive. I shudder
to think how my day
would have turned out if
it had been a mere five
or ten degrees warmer.

Sgt. Stuckey made
his usual great film: sus-
pects shooting, feathers
flying, etc... Meanwhile
I was finally able to dis-
cover their little secret.
After  retrieving a
downed bird they were
putting disposable latex
gloves on when they'd
rip the breast from the
bird. When they had a
breast in their gloved
hand they'd turn the
glove inside out over the
breast and put the breast
in their pocket. Their
secret was revealed!
That's why we weren't
seeing them with a "bird

in hand".

Lieutenant Bueche
joined us in time to
observe some shooting
and flying feathers and
soon after his arrival we
made our approach. I
crawled out of my little
hidey-hole and started
walking toward the three
outlaws. They laid eyes
on me and began quickly
walking toward the side
entrance of the business
where they encountered
Sgt. Stuckey  and
Lieutenant Bueche who
were on the side of the
building "laying in wait"
for them.

Subsequent inter-
views and a search of the
premises revealed:
Forty-five dove breast in
the freezer; One dove
that had not yet been
cleaned; One dove
breast still in a latex
glove; Two .177 caliber
air rifles (one marked

with "PILLOW MAKER"
on the stock); A bag of
bait (corn & sunflower
seeds); Three cans of
pellets; Three outlaws
with big fat federal tick-
ets in their hands.

Many thanks go out
to the anonymous citizen
who used Operation
Game Thief's online
complaint form to bring
the violations to our
attention! Sincere thanks
also go out to the several
citizens who discovered
or were otherwise made
aware of our activity in
the area and who man-
aged to keep our little
secret quiet. Without the
help of these citizens
we'd have never known
what was going on less
than one mile from
Cortana Mall and never
been able to introduce
them to the Federal
Judge.

47 dove breasts, two .177 caliber air rifles (one
marked with “Pillow Maker” on the stock), bag of bait
(corn and sunflower seeds) 3 cans of pellets, 1 latex
glove with breast enclosed.
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Frisco Construction Co.
64446 Sheperds Road
Houma, LA 70363
985-563-2965

Bayou Vista Manor
PO Box 270
Bunkie, LA 71322
318-346-2080

MWD Services Inc.
PO Box 750
Youngsville, LA 70592
337-856-5965

David Cook
Trucks & Equipment
PO Box 113
Florien, LA 71429
318-586-3517

Cajun Cypress
& Hardwood
14251 Brown Road
Baker, LA 70714
225-261-4166

Pharmacy Services
of Winnfield
PO Box 1437
Winnfield, LA 71483
318-628-3536

KRC Custom
Manufacturing Inc.
PO Box 162
Homer, LA 71040
318-927-3999

JAG Construction Service
6502 Highway 182 East
Morgan City, LA 70380

985-702-1171
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Nuts & Bolts Inc.

6950 Alma Street

Houma, LA 70364
985-580-1400

Samanie Packing Co.
5165 Carline Street
Lafayette, LA 70067

504-689-2041

R Dale Hodges Engineers
PO Box 705
Zachary, LA 70791
225-654-2521

Plain Dealing
Trucking Company
3915 E. Texas Street

Bossier City, LA 71111

318-746-1554

Lake Area Marine
3909 Highway 90 E
Lake Charles, LA 70601
337-433-7019

Tri Parish
Door & Supply
PO Box 658
Walker, LA 70785
225-667-9000

Tangi Waterwell Drilling
1929 Highway 22 W,
Madisonville, LA 70447
985-845-9809

Samart Funeral Home
4682 Highway 1
Raceland, LA 70394
985-537-7226

Page 156 Louisiana Game Warden

www.lwaa.org



