Commercial Seafood Industry
Unites to Rebuild After Katrina

by Sr. Agents Joel Crump and Louis Burnett

H unicanes Katrina and Rita
devastated the vast
majority of Louisiana’s coast,
along with a thriving seafood
industry The state lost about 70
percent of the seafood industry
as a result of both storms.

As wildlife agents, we rec-
ognized it was going to be a
tough task to help rebuild our
multi-billion dollar industry and
get back to some sort of nor-
malcy. With the seafood docks
destrged, boats sunk or
blown ashore, we had very lit-
tle to work with to start the
rebuilding effort. It was up to
the entire seafood industry to
rebuild together. Fishemen,
seafood dealers and the
Louisiana Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries’ Enforc e-
ment Division began pulling
together as a team to giveour
industry a chance.

As we worked in the wake
of devastation left by Hurri-
canes Katrina and Rita, we
saw boat after boat and vessel
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after vessel that would nor-
mally have been on the water
shrimping, fishing, crabbing or
harvesting oysters now sitting
on roadways, on levees or
even in the middle of what
used to be a community. Our
waterways were devastated
with debris from houses,
forests and marsh.

We lost shrimp packing
plants, crab picking plants, oys-
ter shucking plants and craw-
fish ponds, not just in Louisiana
but also along the entire Gulf
Coast, a region that had previ-
ously worked cooperatively to
sell our precious resources. Our
state also lost our most valu-
able asset—people to consume
the seafood. Over 1 million peo-
ple evacuated. Probably every
one of them loved seafood in
some form or fashion.

Slowly, but surely people
began toreturn to Louisiana’s
coast. The displaced fisher-
men, dock owners and
enforament agents returned
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to places they called home,
only to see great destruction
not only to houses and busi-
nesses but also to their way of
life. If the fishermen were for-
tunate enough to have opera-
ble boats to fish from, they
would have no docks to sell
their catch. If the docks
reopened, they had no fisher-
men from whom to buy. Just
imagine the kinds of issues
these situations created for
everyone in the commercial
seafood arena.

It wasn’t very long after the
storms, however, until the hum
of generators became a com-
mon sound all up and down
the coast. Soon fishetmen
w erearriving at docks asking
what they could do to help
them rebuild, so they could
start working again. Docks
w erehaving truckloads of ice
b rought in to keep seafood
fresh. The Enforcement Divi-
sion was spreading the word
as to which docks were open
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and where to go to buy and
sell seafood.

Hit especially hard were
Leeville, Grand Isle, Venice
and Cameron, which are major
ports for the red snapper
industry. Fishermen had only
one dock available to sell to in
that region. So dock owners
put usual differences aside
and began to work out of uni-
fied locations. Each dock that
normmally bought only a few
species of seafood was work-
ing with other dock owners
and buying numerous species
of seafood. The industry is still
arenot where it used to be
beforethe storms, but with a
lot of hard work and coopera-
tion from all parties of the
industry, it will be back.

We hope it won’t be long
beforevisitors and residents
alike can start eating the
blackened fish, oysters rocker-
feller, boiled crawfish, seafood
gumbo and jambalaya we are
so famous for in Louisiana.




