
The LDWF Enforcement Division is proud to
announce the recent acquisition of a state-of-
the-art mobile command unit (MCU). The

MCU is a versatile, multifunctional, law enforcement
vehicle, equipped with enough technology to nearly
contact space stations. The 40 ft. MCU is equipped
with satellite telephones
and televisions, internet
applications, telescopic
camera system, confer-
ence room, weather sta-
tions and other emer-
gency equipment neces-
sities. Valuable informa-
tion gathered in lessons
learned from the
Hurricanes of 2005,
Katrina and Rita, have
enabled administrators
to customize this vehi-
cle to fit the specific
needs that arise in times
of disaster. The MCU is equipped with six individual
work stations with the ability of sustaining incident
managers from various agencies (Unified Command)
in the performance of their assigned duties. This capa-
bility will be an invaluable asset in itself coordinating

future incidents. The necessities of interoperable com-
munication and numerous intelligence gathering
mechanisms have come to fruition with the MCU. 

The LDWF MCU will be utilized in cooperative
enforcement efforts pursuant to a Joint Enforcement
Agreement (JEA) between the National Oceanic and

A t m o s p h e r i c
Administration Office
for Law Enforcement
(NOAA/OLE) and the
LDWF Enforcement
Division. JEA funding
has enabled LDWF
Enforcement to acquire
the MCU in efforts to
maximize voluntary
compliance by main-
taining high visibility at
events such as recre-
ational offshore fishing
rodeos in coastal
Louisiana. The MCU

will also operate as a community policing asset at boat
shows and other high profile marine user group pub-
lic forums. The MCU will function as an operations
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center during interstate pulse operations,
which monitor federal and state managed
marine resources involved in interstate and
international commerce. The MCU will be
useful for the Enforcement Division in pro-
moting education, enhancing recruitment
of personnel, and providing public safety
services. In addition to the aforementioned
applications, the MCU will be utilized for
coordinating LDWF emergency response
activities during any manmade or natural
disasters consistent with the LDWF mis-
sion as primary search and rescue response
agency for the state of Louisiana. The
MCU will assist other law enforcement
agencies and states during a disaster when
requested for emergency assistance under
the Emergency Management Assistance
Compact (EMAC) for search and rescue
events, much like other states came to assist
the people of Louisiana. 

The equipment that was used to support these res-
cue and recovery efforts, although extremely benefi-
cial, was inadequate to properly support and coordi-
nate incidents of this magnitude. With the acquisition

of the MCU, the ability of the LDWF to accomplish
its missions and goals will be greatly enhanced. The
LDWF Enforcement Division would like to give a
special thanks to NOAA/OLE for providing the fund-
ing necessary to purchase this most valuable asset.
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